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the idol of the feminine world
Chevalier is.

surprising popularity includes not
the thousands of women who crowd

the theater to see him act, but also
women of the stage famous actresses,
who have so many wealthy admirers that
it's hard to understand their becoming
so enamored of one of their own profes-
sion.

Wherever women gather Chevalier is
a favorite topic how well he played
some role, what wonderful eyes he has,
the good taste he shows in his dress, his
charming manners, and so on through
all the things which women find to ad-

mire in a stape hero.
Chevalier is overwhelmed with letters

from his admirers and requests for pho-
tographs and autographs. Wherever he
goes he is the center of so many admir-
ing gazes that any less blase" hero would
be tempted to flee in dismay. Goodness
knows what beauty he couldn't have forI the asking.

The latest evidence of the surprising
hold he has taken on the hearts of Pa-
risian women was fumihhed the other
day by a thrilling battle which wrecked
a dressing room in the Casino de Paris
and left two lovely women badly bat-
tered in the effort to decide whether
Mile. Mistinguette or Mile. Nina Myral
hao the better claim to Chevalier's favi r.

Only one of these heroines uctually
took part in the combat, Mile. Myral, but
this made it none tho less exciting und
hardly fought. Sho had for an oppo-
nent Miatinguette'e maid, Mario.

Mario is the most loyal of servants
and as interested in anything that con-
cerns Miatlnguette's happiness as if it
were her own. Also, she is a muscular

little lady, strong of arm, long of wind
and fluent of vicorous ?.nerrh when her
anger is aroused.

For a long time Marie has been watch-
ing Chcvalier'3 behavior toward the femi-
nine admirers who continually swarm
about him with growing jealousy. She
thought it a crying shame that the actor
should have eyes for any one except
Mistinguette not only because sho
thinks her mistress the loveliest drcature
that walks the boulevards, but also be-

cause it was Mistinguette who saved the
actor from a German prison camp.

According to the stoics that have
long been current, during the war

secret service sought Mistin-guette- 's

aid as a spy. They wanted her
to use her coquettish beauty to pry cer-
tain precious military secrets from high
officers of the German army.

Mistinguette agreed to undertake this
delicate and dangerous mission on one
condition that her reward should bo the
release of her beloved Maurice Cheva-
lier, who had been made a prisoner of
war while fighting in the trenches.

The secret service agreed and pretty
Mistinguette left Paris in disguise and
made her way, at the risk of her life,
into German territory. After many
thrilling adventures she finally secured
the desired information and returned
with it to Paris.

She was delighted to find that the se-

cret service had already made good its
promise to her. Maurice Chevalier was
a free man, back in Parh, alive and well.

Everybody who knew how fond
hid long been of Chevalier felt

sure that this bit of devotion on her part
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"The Matinee Idol," the painting in the Paris Salcn that is said to have been f?'tinspired by the amazing fascination Chevalier is e?;erting over the hearts
of womankind

aher played in the same company and
were often seen together, he wa3 appar-
ently no more interested in her than in
a number of other women, one of whom
was Mile. Xina Myral.

Mile. Myral is almost if not quite as
famous a beauty as Mistinguette. And
she has tho advantage of being several
years younger,

While Mistinguettc's fame as a beauty
rests chiefly on the shapeliness of her
logs, Mile. Myral is admired most for
the loveliness of her back. Connoisseurs
describe this portion of her anatomy as
one of nature's most artistic triumphs.

Maurice Chevalier made as little con-

cealment of his admiration for Myral
as Mistinguette did of her jealousy of
it. He was always saying complimen-
tary things about her back and her tal-

ent, both of which she displays with great
liberality.

So the stage was all set for the trouble
which culminated at the Casino de
Paris shortly after Mile. Myral was
added to the program there in which
Mistinguette and Chevalier were al-

ready appearing.
Ju6t after the curtain had fallen the

other evening on tho last bit of fendnine
nudity in the Casino's current revue
everybody behind the scenes was startled
by a sudden outburst of screams the
voices of women, who shrieked all tho
louder as their cries were punctuated
by the crash of breaking glass.

Feeling sure that nothing short of
murder was being committed, half-cla- d

actors and actresses, stage hands and

musicians and the manager of the thea-
ter himself hurried in the direction from
which the sounds came.

Through the half-ope- n door of
dressing room they 6aw Nina

Myral and Mistinguettc's maid, Marie,
engnged in furious combat. The star
to whom th room belonged and whose
toilet articles, shoes and other posses-

sions were being hurled back and forth
with dreadful violence by the comba-
tants, was nowhere in siKht. If she had
been perhaps Nina Myral would not
have survived the battle ns well as she
did.

And a thrilling battle it was. Jars of
cold cream, talcum powder boxes, per-

fume bottles, rouge pots and other aids
to an actress's beauty filled the air as
shrapnel did in the late war and with
almost as deadly possibilities.

Marie had a slight advantage in tho
encounter throuph knowing just where
to look for fresh supplies of ammunition.
When sho hod exhausted all the toilet
articles within reach sho bepran on tho
contents of a drawer that held her mis-

tress's numerous collection of shoes.
Gold dancing slippers, heavy Russian

boots and patent leather pumps went
whizzing through the air. Nina Myral
seized a heavy hand mirror to try to
protect herself from this barrage of foot-
gear. And when her opponent had
flung her last shoe and was bending over
to get a handful of shoe trees she let fly
the mirror at her.

Luckily the glass struck the maid only
a glancing blow but it was enough to
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of the trouble good look

was the
discovery piece
of Maurice Chevalier had jriven

her was missing her dressing
table. Her jealousy of is

have her jump to the
she or her maid had taken

the trinket.
She to Mistinfruette's dressing

room to try to verify her
There Marie, the maid, discov-

ered her and the battle was
Chevalier has declined to comment

any length on the love battle or to indi-

cate with which of tho combatants his
Ho,

'Oh, those women!" he exclaimed with
an air of intense boredom when a news-

paper man asked him about the inci-

dent. "I have only the wish to known
as a good actor. I hope I am that."

If Chevalier really is as annoyed as
pretends to be by the attentions of his
feminine admirers and by the lengths to
Which some of them let their jcaloasy
carry them he is certainly a subject for
pity. It requires the force of a larg
staff of secretaries to han-- dl

tho fond letters with which they
overwhelm him and to protect him from
tho importunities of those who seek to
meet him, beg for his autograph or
photograph and who press him to ac-

cept gifts of flowers and books and even
more valuable tokens of their

The hold this actor has taken on tho
hearts of womankind is one of the most
remarkable of present-da- y

Paris life. It is said to have inspired
the much-discuss- painting, "The Mati-
nee Idol," which is on exhibition in the
Paris Salon.

Tins picture shows an actor seated at
the make-u- p table in his dressing room
in the midst of preparations for his
tage appearance. lie is surrounded

by women admirers whoso rapt attitudes
W them to be hanging eagerly on his

very word and into ecstasies over
every move he makes.

Yet, with all the op-- v

portunities for and
, x , marriage he has
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heart free. His
repeated declara--1

tions that he is
wedded to his
art and has time
only for improv-
ing his voice and
keeping himself
in good physical
trim for the dif--l

ticult dances he

performs seem to
be more than
mere affectation.

Only the jeal-

ous eyes of
broken - hearted

Mistinguette have
been able to see that
he favors Nina Myral
moro than any one

lier, the smiling of tho scores of otner

ing cause of all attractive women
e in Paris with whom ho is fre

quently seen dancing

or dining along tho boulevards.

Maurice Chevalier expects to visit
and he hasAmerica in the near future,

already given his opinion of American

rls- ..
"Most of them that I meet, he said,

"appear like boys. I mean by this that
they have all the and in-

dependence which we French art accus-

tomed to associate with the men.

"There is one thing I am sure can be

aid in their favor they dance very

charmingly, indeed, far better than the

average French girl."


